Author Discounts 
Conspiracy Theory 
fn King Murder 
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5, • - HARTSELLE, Ala. - Author William Brad- 
lord Huie has discounted any conspiracy in the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., terming 
the -assassination one of a series by individual 
“Kooks.” 

,--.-THE WRITER, who investigated the case for 
d book, began retracting the steps of King’s con- 
victed assassin, James Earl Ray, with the goal of 
proving a conspiracy. But his inquiry he said 
proved the opposite - that Ray had acted alone 
m slaying the civil rights leader. 

" There are indications that Congress may re- 
open hearings into the King assassination be- 
cause of recent disclosures that the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation (FBI) waged a campaign to 
discredit King. , 

i • “The assassinations of President John F 
Kennedy, Sen. Robert F . Kennedy and King, and 
,tne attempted, assassination of Gov George C 
Wallace, were all committed by kooks who ali 
^cted alone, Huie said. 

identifies Ray as the lone murder in 
„:-He Slew the Dreamer,” a book he originally 

planned to entitle “They Slew the Dreamer” . 

Although Huie contracted with Ray for 
exclusive rights to the story, Huie said the book 
- was a financial setback, causing the writer to re- 
Ray ”’ * WiSh 1 had never heard of James Earl 

j “Nobody on Earth wanted to find a conspira- 

cy more than me,” he said. “My publishers hoped 
fo hell I could find someone else (involved in the 
shooting).” ^ 

j»; _ 

T KING WAS shot by a sniper at a Memphis 
motel seven years ago. Ray later was apprehend- 
ed at a London airport; 

s ^y’s first attorney, former Birmingham, 
Ala., Mayor Arthur Hanes, who is also a former 
iFBI agent, says he believes Ray didn’t shoot 
King. 

•— Ray’s second lawyer, famed Houston attor- 
ney Percy Foreman, negotiated a deal with the 
state of Tennessee for a guilty plea of first-de- 
gree murder in exchange for a 99-year sentence, j 



